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Liberalized migratory waterfowl hunti-ng regulations for 1951 will give hunters 
from 5 to 10 additional shooti,ng days in which to harvest the year’s anticipated 
surplus crop of ducks and geese3 according to an announcement made today by 
Secretary of the Interior Oscar L. Chapman. 

Bag and possession limits for ducks, however, will remain the same as last 
year, the Secretary stated. Some minor changes for geese have been made in two 
flPaYS. 

Amended regulations for migratory waterfowl, hunting during the 1951 season 
were approved b,y Secretaq Chapman in accordance with a law of Coqress making 
effective treaties relating to birds migrating between the United States, Canada, 
and Mexico. Tiiey were recommended by the Fish end Wild.life Service following 
extensive biologioal investigations, and efter consultations with the State game 
administrators. 

Briefly stated by Albert M, Day, Service Director, the major changes are 
these: 

The States in the Atlantic Fl,yway will have a 45 day open season t;niis year) 
an increase of 5 days. Those selecting a split season will have two periods of 18 
days. In this flyway for the first time since 1946, there will be a l&day brant 
shooting period with a daily bag and possession limit of 3, The coot bag limit has 
bebe: yd from 15 to 10. (Bag limit of ’ 4 UC s and 8 in possession remains the d. k 

. 

In tne Mississippi flyway the season has been increased by 10 days to give 45 
consecutive days or a split season of 18 days each. (This restores the r-day cut 
imposed last year and adds 5 additional days.) 
raised from 4 to 5 a $ay or in possession, 

Tne bag limit for geese has been 
thus permitting a hunter to kill or 

possess one additional snow goose or one additional blue goose. (l3a.g limit of 4 
ducks and 8 in possession remains unchanged), 

In the Central flyway the length of the season has been increased to 50 days, 
or a split season of 20 days each. Last year this flymy had 45 days or two 
periods of 18 days. (Bag limit nf 5 ducks and 10 in possession remains the same,) 

The ?acific flyway States also received. an increase of 5 days to 40 days, or 
a split season of 24 days each. This year the 6-goose limit permits t?+e teking of 



3 brant if no Canada or whitefronted geese are taken, (The dai.1:: bag and pos- 
session limit of 6 ducks is unchanged,,) In Ala&a the bag limit for ducks ha.5 
been increased to 5 and. the possession limit to 10. 

Mr. Day directed attention to the fact that the regul:iti.ons have been amended 
this year to make the prohibit.ion against the use of bait in taking birds more 
specific. As miended, birds may not be taken within one-half mile of any place 
where corn or similar feed is placed or e,xposed ifduring or within two ~e-:c-% prior 
to the open season,fl The purpose of the two..-weetc provision is to o~t-‘rcom:~ the 
continued effect of filuri nt ‘1 zr the birds to a plrlce even 2?ter the bait hns been 
consumed, The now standard prohibition against the taking of birls by t,he use of 
corn or similar feed still remains in the regulation. This <amendment is virt&ally 
the same as the Canadian pr:)hibi.tion against baiting and is, in part, as fol.10~~: 
“+&ii grat ory game birds may ntit be taken within one-half mile of aq @ace where ‘:-- __-- 
salt or a1;37 ieed that rriqy attract such birds is placed, exposed, deposit,ed.$ dis- 
tributed, scattered* or present at any time dluring or within two weeks prior to 
the open seasons on such birds,ft 

In submitting the recommendatio:ls for the 1951 season to Secretary Chapmar, 
Director Day said, nFa.vorable conditions on the northern breeding grou.nds this 
summer ha.ve made the country-wide liberalization possi.ble. We ho:pe t&se lonq?er 
seasons will give gunners in every section OP the country good opportunities for 
shooting, recatiess or’ urqredic.tr3.ble weather c.onditions,ri 

Director Dqy explained that the breed&c. ,vround surveys of 195L ftirlc:.uded ‘all 
the si@ficant nesting grounds on the XorthcdAmerican continent. 111 coopcra.tion 
with 25 States, the Canadian ‘rJll~diil.ifo Service, all Canadisn Provinces, Ducks 
Unlimited, rtnd the Wildlife Kanagezent Institute; the surveys included aerial. and 
ground s.tudies from the Atlantic to the PaciPi.c, in Iowa, Nebraska, Coloradan Utah 
and California and north to the Arctic coast of Canada a.nd Alaska. Studies of 
product ion were continued to the last few days of July. Cl imn tic condi tioris d.ur& 
the .breeding season were generally favorableOii 

The daily shooting hours for ducks, geese, ‘orant and coot will be the same as 
l,a,.s t year-f ram one-helI hou, r before sunrise to one ‘hour before sunset. Ori the 
opening da.y of the season-inciuding each i’irst day of thn split seasons-wster- 
fowl and coot may not be hunted prior to 12 01 clock noon, In Wisc0n.s in the openin,-: 
day of the season for waterfowl. rtn d coot will 0 tart F,t i :OO p,m. Shooting hours 
for woodcock will be one-hall’ hour before sunrist? to sunset, except as noted for 
New York State, 

The regul~.tion which qrohibits the use of automatic-loadinc or rqeating 
shotguns cepa.bl.e of holding more th,an three shells sti.l.1 continues in effect, An 
am ndme nt which went into effect three years s~;o provides that the plq; in such a 
shot,pl must be incapable of being removed without disass?mbl.ins the gun, 

TO permit sportsmen to transport to their homes ducks and c;eese killed on the 
last day of the season at some distarlt point: shipments from Car&a anr? Mexico can 
be made as late as 5 days following the close of the season i!j the proviace or 
State where taken, In the United States hunters can make interstate St;i~pIi:ejYtS up 
to 43 hours following tile close of the shooting season. in thci: State where taken, 



The regula.ti.ons permit the transportation out of and. possession in another 
State during the period of the open season where killed, <and for 90 days there- 
after, of wild ducks and geese, which. if dressed. have the head, head pluma~o, and 
feet attached, taken in a flm%y having a. larger possession limit than in other 
flymys . 

Any package in which such birds {or parts thereof) are transported must have 
the name and address of the shipper and of the consignee, together with a.n accurate 
statement of the numbers and kinds of birds contained in the packs@, clearly and 
conspicuously marked on the outside, 

The poshseason period for possession of migratory game birds remains the same 
as in previous years--90 days, ~ 

E’or ease of reference, the open seasons, bag and possession limits prescribed 
‘by the new regulations are presented in tabular form by flywzys, as in tha attached 
ta’ble, 
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